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respectively to the ecclesiastical and the secular rulers. In other words, Gregory never opposed Ecclesia to Eespublica, but only to Saeculum, or the world; yet within the unified Church and State he recognized distinct offices and authorities, which it was his aim to keep, as far as possible, separate and independent. In his view a secular ruler ought to confine himself strictly to his secular government, taking action in ecclesiastical affairs only when invited to do so in the interests of ecclesiastical law and order. Thus Gregory had no objection to invoke the aid of the secular arm for the suppression of pagans, schismatics, and heretics, or even to enforce discipline among the monks and clergy.1 But in such cases the officials were regarded as acting as the servants of the Church against the enemies of the Church, and any spontaneous interference on their part with the internal concerns of the Church itself, any attempt, for instance, to influence episcopal elections or encroach upon the jurisdiction of the orthodox bishops, was promptly resented. The magistrates were to confine themselves to secular matters, and abstain from meddling in things ecclesiastical, except when called upon to do so in the interests of the Church.
On the other hand, Gregory had an equal objection to any interference of the bishops in such affairs as properly belonged to the province of the secular authorities. Thus, for example, learning that the Bishop of Naples had usurped certain rights connected with the gates and aqueducts of the city, which belonged to the municipal officers, he ordered that restitution should be made without delay.2 Just as the Imperial officials were, as far as possible, to leave the discipline and work of the Church to its divinely appointed ministers, so the bishops ought, as far as possible, to leave the conduct of worldly affairs to those to whom the charge had been committed. Nevertheless, on certain occasions they were, in Gregory's opinion, bound to interfere. In fulfilment of their duty as guardians of Christian justice, they were obliged in conscience to resist any flagrant wrong, and to extend their protection to the poor, the weak, and the oppressed. Yet even in such cases the bishops must act with the utmost circumspection, and if they
1  Eyp. i. 72 ; ii. 29; iii. 59 ; iv. 7, 32 ; v. 32; viii. 4; xi. 12, 37 ;  xiii. 36. It is the duty of the secular ruler to protect the Church and preserve the " pax fidei " (Mor. xxxi. 8).
2  Ibid ix. 76; cf. ix. 47, 53.